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served as the county’s NAACP Edu-
cation Chairperson.

Ms. Harris actively participates in
many community organizations and is
a member of New Jersey Education As-
sociation and the National Education
Association.

Mr. President, Ms. Harris has shown
extraordinary dedication to improving
her community and clearly deserves
recognition on the occasion of her re-
tirement.∑
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TRIBUTE TO LINDSEY WILSON
COLLEGE

∑ Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
rise today to pay tribute to the fac-
ulty, staff, and students at Lindsey
Wilson College in Columbia, Kentucky.

First, I extend sincere thanks for the
graciousness and hospitality shown
during my visit to Lindsey Wilson Col-
lege for the May 13, 2000 Commence-
ment. It was an honor to address the
faculty and graduating students at
such a fine Kentucky institution, and I
sincerely appreciate the opportunity.

Located on a southcentral Kentucky
hilltop, Lindsey Wilson College is a
four-year liberal arts college affiliated
with the Kentucky Conference of the
United Methodist Church. It began in
1903, as a training school for Vanderbilt
University, then became a two-year
college in 1923, and started offering a
four-year degree program in 1986.
Lindsey Wilson’s diverse student body
is comprised of individuals from 89
Kentucky counties, 23 states, and 26
foreign countries.

Since its four-year degree program
began, enrollment has grown a whop-
ping 160 percent and they have ex-
panded to offer 16 undergraduate de-
gree programs and two master’s pro-
grams. Over the last 13 years, several
new buildings have been constructed,
the budget has more than doubled, as-
sets now total $49 million, and Lindsey
Wilson College’s endowment is valued
at more than $28 million. Congratula-
tions on these tremendous accomplish-
ments.

I would like to recognize President
William T. Luckey and Chancellor
John B. Begley. Students, faculty, and
staff at Lindsey Wilson are all fortu-
nate to have such committed individ-
uals serving the mission of the school
and facilitating its growth.

Another name that is important to
Lindsey Wilson is Ruby McKinney
Roach. Ms. Roach grew up in Adair
County, Kentucky, and is a proud
Lindsey Wilson College Alumnus of
1954. From Lindsey Wilson, she went to
Berea College and earned a Bachelor of
Arts in home economics and a Master
of Education at Western Kentucky Uni-
versity. After a brief time teaching in
Barren County, Ms. Roach went home
to Adair County and served as a teach-
er and guidance counselor for 30 years.

According to the many people
touched by her kindness and gen-
erosity, Ruby Roach became deeply in-
volved in the lives of her students. As

a home economics teacher, she had the
opportunity to share her skills and
knowledge with thousands of students
over the years. As a guidance coun-
selor, she had the unique experience of
talking with students both about their
educational and personal goals, and
helped them develop a plan to accom-
plish those goals.

Ms. Roach has been an active mem-
ber of the educational community out-
side her school as well, having held po-
sitions in the Kentucky Association of
School Administrators, the Kentucky
Counselors Association, the National
Education Association, and Iota chap-
ter of The Delta Kappa Gamma Society
International, the honorary society of
professional women educators.

Ruby Roach also served on numerous
civic boards and organizations in the
Adair community. She is a former
member of the Columbia Women’s Club
and is an active member of Beulah
Chapel. Ruby Roach has made her alma
mater proud, and I commend her for
what she has contributed to the Col-
lege, the surrounding community, and
to Kentucky.

In the same way, Lindsey Wilson Col-
lege is an institution of which the
Commonwealth of Kentucky can be
proud. On behalf of myself and my col-
leagues in the Senate, congratulations
Lindsey Wilson College, on your many
achievements, and best wishes for con-
tinued success.∑
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TRIBUTE TO WALTER AND RUTH
MCCANN ON THEIR 50TH WED-
DING ANNIVERSARY

∑ Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President it is a
privilege to take this opportunity to
honor Mr. and Mrs. J. Walter McCann
of Burlington, Massachusetts. On Sat-
urday, June 10, they will celebrate
their golden wedding anniversary of 50
years together. They have been proud
residents of Burlington since 1959, suc-
cessfully raising 7 children, 16 grand-
children and one great granddaughter.

These two distinguished Americans
have seen extraordinary advances in
our state and our country in their life-
time. They are part of the great gen-
eration that saw the nation through
the Depression and World War II, and
their strong values give us all a deep
and enduring sense of what it means to
be an American.

Ruth Gertrude McCann is the young-
est of eight sisters and one brother.
She was born in her parents’ home at 58
Warren Street in Arlington, Massachu-
setts on June 29, 1921, the beautiful
daughter of Annie and Charles Dennen.
Over the next three decades, ‘‘Ma’’ or
‘‘Mom’’ became an accomplished ath-
lete and opera singer. She made a re-
cording of her own, and gave a distin-
guished performance at Radio City
Music Hall in New York City. There,
she met and fell in love with Walter
McCann, and they’ve had a wonderful
marriage ever since. As she likes to
say, ‘‘Walter, why did you lead me to
the altar?’’ The answer is obvious to
all.

In their neighborhood in Burlington,
Ruth was every child’s mom, especially
when making jelly from the grapes
picked on the hill behind her home, or
ringing the metal triangle on the porch
to call the children home each night
for dinner. She loved her children’s ac-
tivities, and was often at Glee Club or
Athletic Booster events, at bingo or
bowling, or in the grandstand even on
cold days at Pop Warner games. Her
husband often traveled, and she became
the ‘‘Little Birdie in the Window’’ who
guided her family as it grew.

Joseph Walter McCann was born on
January 21, 1920 in Lowell, Massachu-
setts in his family home, the second
son of four children raised by Alma and
William Francis McCann. An energetic
young man, ‘‘JW’’ or ‘‘Walter’’ was an
avid skier at Tuckerman’s Ravine in
New Hampshire each winter. He loved
to ‘‘walk uphill in the snow’’ for the
love of the sport with his cousin Jackie
Stowell, his childhood best friend.

His wife and children have warm and
vivid memories of his enormous trust
and faith in the federal and state gov-
ernments, whose actions were often
eloquently and vigorously debated at
the dinner table. His ‘‘stand up and be
counted’’ philosophy of life was always
challenging to those around him, and
his quick wit entertained all who came
to know him.

As a father, he would often take the
family camping and nourish them with
‘‘Campers Delight’’ for dinner. Return-
ing home from business trips, he was
always well informed by the ‘‘Little
Birdie in the Window’’ about his chil-
dren’s activities—and even about their
mischievous behavior. His children
were in awe that he knew so much. But
most of all, each of his children and
grandchildren will always remember
listening to him read stories, espe-
cially at Christmas, and the loving
phone calls made by Santa to each one
of them every year.

Mr. President, on this special occa-
sion, I congratulate Walter and Ruth
McCann as they enjoy and celebrate
their golden anniversary together.
Their commitment to the principles
and values of their marriage, their
family, and their country deserve to be
recognized and saluted. I wish them a
very happy 50th wedding anniversary,
and continuing wonderful times to-
gether in the years to come.∑
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TRIBUTE TO COL. CRAIG F.
BROTCHIE

∑ Mr. HUTCHINSON. Mr. President, I
rise today to honor Col. Craig F.
Brotchie of the United States Special
Operations Command who is retiring
from the United States Air Force after
26 years of active duty. Colonel
Brotchie is an exceptional leader, and
has served this great country with
honor and dignity. He understands
leadership and selfless service. He is
known for his dedication and integrity.
Colonel Brotchie has tackled the tough
issues that our Air Force and Special
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